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URBAN LIFE
CAFÉS, RESTAURANTS, BARS AND NIGHTCLUBS
The birth of Barcelona’s distinct style of Catalan cuisine is thanks
largely to the phenomenal success of the culinary mecca elBulli
(Cala Montjoi, T �� ��� ����; open from June to December), located
two hours to the north on the Costa Brava. Chef Ferran Adrià
embraces science, alchemy and aroma to create food that has
earned his restaurant its reputation as one of the best in the world.
Book way, way in advance – it may take you more than a year to
get a reservation. Predictably, many have tried to replicate Adrià’s
formula, with varying success. A couple of the better attempts
include Comerç �� (Carrer del Comerç ��, T �� ��� ����), run by
elBulli alumnus Carles Abellan, and Santa María (Carrer del
Comerç ��, T �� ��� ����). Conservative palates should stick to
traditional venues, such as � Portes (Passeig d’Isabel II ��, T ��
��� ����) and Can Ravell (Carrer d’Aragó ���, T �� ��� ����).
Art junkies should combine a visit to the Museu Picasso (see
p���) with a meal or coﬀee at Els � Gats (Carrer Montsió �, T ��
��� ����), which Picasso frequented at the beginning of the last
century. This is where the artist picked up his ﬁrst commission,
designing the menu, which is still in use, and a handful of his early
sketches adorn the walls. Gaudí fans should reserve a table at the
excellent Casa Calvet (Carrer de Casp ��, T �� ��� ����), housed
in the building of the same name designed by the architect.
For full addresses, see Resources.
Monvínic
Described as a ‘cultural centre for wine’,
the sleek Monvínic is a multitasking
venue. In the front, use the interactive
wine lists to choose from more than 3,000
varieties, searching by origin, year or
grape. At the rear, dine on sophisticated
Mediterranean ‘market’ cuisine at the
bleached-white communal tables with
built-in ice buckets. Monvínic also hosts
wine tastings and has a members’ club,

which allows access to its library of books
on viniculture. The polished interior is
the work of local designer Alfons Tost,
who has combined oak floors and a brasscoloured ceiling with imaginative lighting.
Carrer Diputació 249, T 93 272 6187,
monvinic.com

